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South Whidbey Parks & Recreation District 

March 18, 2015 – Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

I.        Call to Order 

Commissioners Present:  Joel Gerlach, Mark Helpenstell, Matt Simms and Don Wood 

Staff Present:  Doug Coutts, Tom Fallon and Carrie Monforte 

 

Joel called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  The attendance sheet is attached for permanent 

records only. 

 

II. Public Comment 

No public comment. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes  

The minutes of the Regular Meeting on February 18, 2015, were unanimously approved in a 

motion made by Matt and seconded by Don.  

  

IV.      Treasurer’s Report/Voucher List Approval 

Matt reviewed the Treasurer’s Report. 
 

The ending fund balances, per Island County, were as follows: 

 The Maintenance and Operations Fund was $129,013.18. 

 The Capital Fund was $500.61. 

 The Reserve Fund was $194,503.27. 

 The Bond Fund was $37,306.27. 

 

Voucher Approval 

In a motion made by Matt and seconded by Don, the Board unanimously approved the 

Maintenance and Operations Fund Vouchers #6722 through #6773 in the amount of $51,300.22 

and electronic tax payments in the amount of $2,558.93. 

    

V.   Staff Report (to be included in permanent records) 

Doug reviewed the Staff Report.     

 

VI.   Unfinished Business 

A. Comprehensive Plan Programs 
Doug stated that he met with Krista, president of the South Whidbey Parks and Aquatics 

Foundation, and she is planning to attend the next Board meeting.  Doug said Krista has 

arranged a meeting with the Hospital to open lines of communication between the Park 

District, the Foundation and the Hospital.  Matt said this would be a good time to schedule a 

meeting with the new Hospital CEO and tour their facilities.   

 

Doug said the basketball court needs edging but the previous installer was not giving him a 

date when the edges would be installed so he is in contact with Snap Sports to get someone 

else to install the edges. 



  

 

March 18, 2015, Meeting Minutes  Page 2 of 3  

Matt said the District should pursue a grant to obtain a turf field.  Doug said the District 

could work with the School District to acquire a grant for a turf field.   

 

B. Mission Statement 

Doug said that Matt told him that the Mission Statement changed when the Comprehensive 

Plan was developed.  Doug said that according to the Comprehensive Plan, the current 

Mission Statement is “Parks, facilities, and recreation programs for the citizens of South 

Whidbey Island”.  Doug said the Guiding Principles were also listed in the Comprehensive 

Plan and the commissioners agreed that those Guiding Principles were also correct. 

 

Doug said he attended the Island County meeting regarding the Island County 

Comprehensive Plan and they are in the early stages of developing a new Comprehensive 

Plan. 

 

All the commissioners agreed that the District should continue to use the current Mission 

Statement and Doug said the District website and Activity Guide would be updated with the 

current Mission Statement. 

                

VII. New Business 

       A.  Letter to County Board/County Planning Department – Zoning 

Doug said he met with the County Planning Department and the current zoning for parks is 

restrictive so they are trying to determine a way to re-zone park property.  The Planning 

Department recommended that the District submit a letter to the Island County Board with 

the District’s recommended zoning changes.  Matt said it should not be mandatory that any 

park property be zoned with a ‘Park’ designation because the District might want some of 

the property to be zoned in a different manner.  Doug said they could instead state that 

‘upon request, any park property may be converted to Parks designation’.   

 

       B.  Metropolitan Park District Presentation (to be included in permanent records) 

Doug reviewed the Metropolitan Park District presentation with the commissioners that was 

previously discussed in June.  Doug said other municipalities may be experiencing funding 

issues in the future so he wanted to revisit the idea of converting the Park District to a 

metropolitan park district.  Matt said he will be giving input on the Island County 

Comprehensive Plan that if County park maintenance is reduced then taxes should be 

reduced which is what the general public would expect if services were reduced.  Also, if 

the Park District takes on County park property, the Park District should receive additional 

funding from the County.   

 

Doug said it is important that the Park District has stable funding and a metropolitan park 

district would ensure stable funding.  Matt said the voters lose their voice with a 

metropolitan park district and thinks the Park District has had stable funding since its 

inception and therefore stable funding is not an issue for the Park District.   

 

Matt wondered if a specific levy amount would be required in the ballot language of a 

metropolitan park district and Doug said he did not think a specific amount was required but 

he would confirm it. 
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Don and Joel wondered what public support would be for a metropolitan park district.  Matt 

thought it was good governance to ask the voters to approve the levy every four years and 

there is a potential for loss of goodwill towards the Park District amongst voters if we 

converted to a metropolitan park district.  Matt said he would have a hard time justifying to 

the voters why the Park District wants to become a metropolitan park district. 

 

Don said that if the Park District was a metropolitan park district during the down economic 

years, the Park District would have been stable because it would have received the same 

amount of money.  Joel said the public supports the Park District when it needs extra money 

for special projects.  Joel recommended running the proposal by the general public to gauge 

their response.  Matt said money could be saved in election costs by converting to a 

metropolitan park district but he is generally not in favor of surveying the public as a whole 

about a metropolitan park district.     

 

C.  Updated Parks Policies – Draft 

Doug stated that the update was mainly to reformat the policies to the current overall policy 

manual and he asked the commissioners for any comments.  Matt said he thought he was 

okay with the changes.  Doug said he would send the policy out to Enduris and MRSC for 

their comments.  

 

Don said he received a letter from Senator Pearson’s office stating that the Park District did 

not have enough information about volunteerism for the Park District per Tim Scriven. 

Doug explained that he asked Tim Scriven for the link to the South Whidbey Historical 

Society which had information about the history and volunteerism of the Park District and 

Tim never responded to his email.  Doug said he then received a phone call from Helen 

Price-Johnson who asked Doug to add a link to the Historical Society which she provided 

and the District website was updated.  Matt recommended the Park District add a paragraph 

on the District website stating that South Whidbey Historical Society has more information 

about the history and volunteers at the Park District.  Doug then showed the commissioners 

the link to the document on the Historical Society’s website with handwritten comments in 

the margins of the document.  Matt recommended we provide feedback to the Historical 

Society about the comments in the margins and provide a short history with pictures of the 

District in one of the park kiosks. 

 

VIII.  Adjournment 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m.   
 


